
 

 

LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN – SUMMARY 

 

The Bishop’s Meadow is an area of ancient meadow land in the heart of Farnham adjacent 

to the River Wey. The Bishop’s Meadow Trust was formed with the specific purpose of 

buying this land to keep it as public open space and as a valuable habitat and environment. 

The Trust has the opportunity to restore this land as a meadow and to thereby create an 

area rich in biodiversity, in the heart of the town. This can only be achieved by human 

intervention and the continued use of the land by people is an essential part of the process. 

Activities such as walking, jogging and approved educational and other events will not be 

significantly affected, although for health and safety and other reasons the Trust may 

occasionally restrict access to areas where work is being undertaken 

 

The Trust will manage the meadows in such a way that they are restored to a flower rich, 

wet, semi agricultural hay meadow which will provide food for innumerable invertebrates, 

birds and small mammals. This will be done by using methods which produce the same 

effects as the traditional wet land management practices which first created and then 

maintained the meadows for over 700 years.  

 

The Management plan assesses the current conservation status of the site, identifies what is 

required to maintain and enhance the important features on the site and sets out what has to 

be done over the next five years.  It is a working document which can be amended and is 

based on consultation with a number of different stakeholders including local people 

associated with The Bishop’s Meadow and on advice and information provided by local 

specialists and organisations such as the Surrey Wildlife Trust and the Floodplain Meadows 

Partnership. 

 

1. Grasses and other meadow vegetation 

In the past, the meadows would have been an important source of fodder and grazing for the 

townspeople. A haycut in about June followed by grazing by cattle is the traditional means of 

meadowland management as it manures the land and opens up the grass cover to allow 

flower and other seeds to set. This is the pattern of use that has produced the type of 

habitats we associate with meadowland and is very rich in biodiversity. However, there are a 



 

number of issues associated with the presence of cattle on land used by the public which 

might make this impractical for the meadows.  

 

An alternative to grazing is the practice of taking two hay cuts, one in June and one in 

September. This is the common practice in many parts of the continent, particularly around 

the Rhine where meadow hay is a highly valued part of fodder production. If the two cut 

system is used there has to be more intervention by people to scuff up the land and allow 

seeds to set, which is part of what the grazing achieves. Therefore, if a two cut system is 

adopted, it will be good practice to hold events on the meadows following the hay cuts so 

that people do what the grazing cattle would have done.  

 

2. Hedgerows and scrub 

Planting up the derelict hedgerows on the site will provide homes for birds, mammals and 

create suntraps for invertebrates.  Although the site is known for its open landscape, 

hedgerow re-planting will not disfigure the views and will be exploited by a wealth of wildlife. 

The Trust will use only native hedgerow species either using saplings from the site or plants 

from a local source.  Existing trees and shrubs will be carefully pruned to restore the 

hedgerow shape and then trimmed to maintain it in a way that limits the damage on the 

stems and allows them to recover quicker. Because most trees and shrubs in hedges only 

produce flowers, nuts and berries on the previous season’s growth, trimming alternate sides 

and sections every second year between January and early March will produce the best crop 

of nuts and seeds to support wildlife.   

 

Scrub in patches can provide valuable breeding habitat for a variety of songbird species 

such as whitethroat Sylvia communis, blackbird Turdus merula, song thrush Turdus 

philomelos and robin Erithacus rubecula (Banstead 1997). Scattered patches of scrub 

dominated by bramble around the periphery of the site will be left, but not allowed to spread 

or encroach into the meadows. 

 

3.  Trees 

The Environment Agency will pollard or thin some of the trees, particularly the willow species 

along the River Wey, Mill Stream or the Tudor ditch. The Trust will also have to do similar 

work on other willows. Pollarding creates gaps in the canopy and encourages emergent and 

marginal vegetation.  It also strengthens the trees and the root structure reinforcing the 

banks.  This is beneficial to marginal and emergent vegetation and creates habitats for a 

number of bird species. Poplars also have to be regularly pollarded to maintain their vigour 



 

and prevent splitting. The Trust undertook this work in 2011 with financial assistance from 

British Car Auctions and will keep these trees under review as part of the management plan. 

 

Any dead wood and trees will be left in situ, unless they are a danger to the public, as they 

are host to fungi, fauna specialising in dead wood and other wildlife.  No bonfires will be 

used to get rid of brush and other rubbish because these leave large patches of enriched 

ground encouraging common nettle. 

 

4. Open water and ditches  

Areas of open water such as the ‘Tudor ditch’ running through the centre of the site, are 

important features as they are host to a number of specialist species including amphibians 

and aquatic invertebrates.  As with the rest of the site the ideal management here is to 

maintain its diversity.  This will be done by dredging, cutting back marginal and emergent 

vegetation and not letting it become over shaded so as to get the ditches into good condition 

holding water for longer periods.  Once this is achieved, the Trust will minimise any 

disturbance by carrying out further maintenance work on one third of the ditches at any one 

time. Any resulting plant material will be left close to the ditch for a day or two to allow 

invertebrates to crawl back into the water.  

 

There are remnants of historical ditches across the site which have dried out and once again 

become land. There have been discussions with the Floodplain Meadows Partnership and 

the Environment Agency about the possibility of re-establishing some of the historical wet 

ditches across the site. Such ditches could create an important habitat for marginal and 

emergent vegetation suitable for dragonflies, beetles and other invertebrates in turn 

supporting bats and birds.  

 

5. Bank side vegetation 

There will be a buffer strip of set aside at least 2 - 4 metres from the river bank side to create 

a protected habitat for mammals, birds and invertebrates.  This will be maintained by 

occasional strimming when the paths are cut.  

 
6.  Education 

The Trust recognises that it needs to involve young people in the future of the meadows, 

otherwise when the current generation of enthusiasts retire, there will be no one to continue 

to manage the land.  To get such involvement the Trust will: 

 



 

 Work with local schools to encourage them to use the site as an educational 

resource. There are three primary schools within walking distance of the land, St 

Andrews, Potters Gate and St Peters. Weydon School (a secondary school) is also 

within walking distance. All have expressed the wish to use this land as part of their 

curriculum studies and the Trust will work with them on this. 

 

 Encourage existing youth organisations to use the land. For instance, involving 

scouts and guides in the maintenance and restoration work 

 

 Creating a “Young Meadows” section of the Trust for under 18s who can be 

encouraged to be volunteers on the meadows and to view it as their inheritance 

 

 Adopting the “Children’s Charter” which recognises all children have a right to play in 

a natural environment and to care for that environment 

 
6.  Communication 
 
To announce and explain the reasons for management activity on the meadows the trust will 

use notice boards placed in strategic places (such as by Crosby Gate). These will explain 

what is happening and why. They will also display information on the surrounding habitats 

and the types of species that people using the land are likely to encounter.  Some historical 

information would also help to explain to the public how and why the site they use is so 

important.  The Trust is also considering production of a leaflet with similar information which 

could be used in conjunction with a nature trail or guided walks. 

 


